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Challenge yourself in 2015 and put the ‘FUN’ into Fundraising!
Taking part in an organised event and pledging your sponsorship
money to the Balcraig Foundation could not be simpler…
Have a look at our website
http://www.kenyachildrenshome.org.uk/support_us/challenge_events
for information on events that might be of interest across the UK.
Whether it is a walk in the park, a 5K, a marathon, a swim, cycle, climb, or sail, there really is something for everyone. And we can even help you with your fundraising.
Anyone can raise money online for Balcraig Foundation via JustGiving.com. Follow the
simple instructions to set up a page for your event or challenge, and nominate Balcraig
Foundation as your charity. Then just share the link with friends and family!
Several of our supporters have already raised hundreds of pounds in
this way over the past few years… Thank you!
Challenge yourself to take part in an event in 2015 and you can help
the children in our care in Kenya.
And if something a little less strenuous is more your thing, don’t
forget that people love bake sales and coffee mornings!

Balcraig By Numbers … And In Pictures
Balcraig Foundation has been working in Kenya since 2002. From humble beginnings,
the Kenya Children’s Home (KCH) and associated projects now enrich the lives of many
hundreds of Kenyan children and adults every day.
Currently, KCH is made up of the Abandoned Babies Unit and six family houses and is
home to 115 children and up to 40 babies. And ‘Connect’ has over 40 ex-KCH young
adults who regularly attend meetings and social events.
The Butterfly programme has seen 65 children being supported through a move from
KCH back to family homes whilst the Outreach programme has enabled 191 children to
stay with family and attend school. Suswa is providing for 79 Maasai girls.
Mashimoni School has 593 pupils from the surrounding slum area attending daily and
the Jonathan Gloag Academy is providing a quality education for over 900 pupils.
And all these projects are providing employment for 200 local Kenyan people.
BUT EVERY SINGLE NUMBER REPRESENTS A LIFE THAT IS BEING TRANSFORMED.

Thank You!
The Rotary Club of South
Queensferry have supported the
Balcraig Foundation for 10 years.
Most recently, they organised a charity
concert with Scottish vocalist Moira Kerr
at Hopetoun House.
Altogether they have donated more than
£7000, which has helped with a range of
projects in Kenya, including the building
of the abandoned
baby unit at KCH,
the tanks and water

harvesting system at
Mashimoni School, and
also the purchase of
desks for Mashimoni.
Members and friends have volunteered a
number of times with us in Kenya. This
Easter a team spent 10 days helping to
paint the family houses at KCH.
We at Balcraig Foundation are extremely
grateful for the continued support of our
friends at South Queensferry Rotary.
Asante Sana!

WE HAVE A NEW
FACEBOOK PAGE!
KenyaChildrensHomeKCH
Please pop by
and ‘like’ us!
(And our page
for Afri-Can too!)
We are also on Twitter:
@KenChildrenHome
@AfriCanBalcraig
Please follow us for up to
date news.
And visit our website:
kenyachildrenshome.org.uk

Thank You!

Exam Results for KCPE
All 158 of our Standard 8 children
sat their Kenya Certificate of Primary
Education exams in November. The
results determine progression to
secondary school. The top mark
achieved nationally in 2014 was 441.
The subjects studied include Maths,
English, Swahili, Science, Religious
Studies and Social Studies.
This year 2 of our JGA pupils posted
our highest ever scores, 430 and
428, which is a great achievement.
Our top scorers at Mashimoni
scored 375 each. Big congratulations
to our girls Jemima and Loghan!
At Suswa, Mary N scored a fantastic
393, and 10 girls scored over 300.
Altogether ten KCH children sat the
KCPE, Diana was our highest scorer
at JGA (369) and Mary was our top
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scorer from another school (328).
Teresia was the highest scorer from
Butterfly (374) and Peter N was top
scorer from Outreach (349).
Here are the overall results for our
2014 S8 children:
Project

No. of

Mean

students

Score

JGA

51

362.77

Mashimoni

66

269.41

Suswa

14

310.86

Outreach

14

240.36

Butterfly

6

299

KCH

7

284

The KCSE is the Secondary School
Exam Certificate. The results are
released in February, with grades
from A (>80%) down to E (< 29%).
In 2014, 2 KCH boys, 1 Suswa girl,
and 14 Outreach children sat their
KCSE exams. They achieved:
3 B+, 5 B, 3 B-,
2 C, 1 C-, 2 D+ and 1 D.
Well done all!
Moses, from Outreach,
was our top scoring
boy, with 73%, and
Beryl, also Outreach,
was top scoring girl,
with 70%. Fantastic!
The next step for them
is choosing a college
or university course …
Good Luck to all!

Monthly News from KCH Campus
As ever, there is a lot going on…
“The New Year was welcomed in
with a celebration in the hall. And
6th January marked the beginning of
the new academic year.”
“The children at KCH and the girls at
Suswa received a ’New Year’s Gift’ of
shoes from Bata Company. We are
very grateful for their continual
support for the children in our care.”
“At the end of January, letters were
received
from
the
Secondary
Schools for our children that sat
their KCPE exams and in February
they enrolled at various schools
across the counties.”
“During the February mid-term
break, the children at KCH were
treated to a special ‘goat lunch’
thanks to local business ‘Game
Changers’. Everyone enjoyed a
feast!”
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“March is the month
for Prize Giving at
both Mashimoni and
JGA. All the children
enjoy celebrating each
other’s successes. As
usual, extra-curricular activities and
behaviour were rewarded as well as
academic achievement.”
“As an innovative way to raise funds
for KCH, a ‘Kids for Kids’ raffle was
held during the JGA Prize Giving
Day. The prizes included payment of
a year’s school fees, vouchers for
school uniform, and free school
transport. We truly appreciate the
support from the JGA parents.
Asante sana!”
“April was fun-filled with the school
holidays and also with the Butterfly
group returning to KCH for a week.”
“From the 13th to the 24th, KCH
hosted a daily ‘Kids Holiday Camp’,
as a service for local families.

The activities organised for the
children included arts & crafts, face
painting, trampolining, and much
more! It was a new and imaginative
way of raising funds for KCH.“
“KCH Sports Day
saw the ‘Reds’
triumph over the
‘Yellows’ by seven
points, after taking
part in a variety of
athletics events, the tug of war, and
football matches.”
“Gala Day was
once again eagerly
anticipated as an
opportunity
to
showcase talents.
The children entertained with poetry,
singing, dancing, and sketches. The
day concluded with a magnificent
dinner, dancing, and a prize-giving
ceremony.”
“And that’s just a brief summary of
2015 so far…”
“Asante sana to all of our visitors,
donors, sponsors and supporters for
making so many positive impacts on
our youngsters’ lives.”
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Butterflies... Spreading Their Wings
Our Butterfly Support Program
(BSP), is for children who start off at
KCH but then, at around age 10,
join boarding schools close to their
original home and guardians, after a
rigorous screening procedure.
BSP helps these children to maintain
a strong link with their home
communities, boosting their sense of
belonging and identity.
The BSP children are visited at their
homes and schools up to seven
times a year by members of our
Social Work team. They also return
to KCH every April for a week-long
‘camp’. It’s a chance for them to see
old friends and ‘family’ and a chance
for our team to monitor their health
and well-being. The children were
educated and entertained by an
exciting programme of activities.

One of the highlights of
the week was joining in
the ‘AMKA’ session with
the KCH staff. ‘AMKA’ is
Kiswahili for ‘wake up’
and
every Wednesday the staff
enjoy an hour of physical exercise.
This week it was Zumba!
The other activities that the BSP
children joined in with included the
KCH Sports Day, the Gala Day, a trip
to the local animal orphanage, and
the opportunity to ‘give something
back’ through community service
with a local charity.
“I am proud to be a BSP child.” NM
“I have a supportive team.” JM
“I have been given a chance to go to
a good school AND time to spend
with my family.” RW
“...love, care, and protection.” DI

Mashimoni Staff Awards
Three years ago we introduced 3
triannual ‘Employee of The Term’
awards at Mashimoni School:
‘Teaching Staff Senior School’,
‘Teaching Staff Junior School’ and
‘Support Staff’.
Initially the idea was met with some
apathy by the staff, who assumed
that the awards would be about
‘taking turns to win’. However, the
fair selection criteria and scoring
system used by the senior management team have ensured that every
staff member is motivated to do
their best at all times. And the prize
of 10,000 KES (approx. £70) is a
worthwhile incentive!
As a result, all-round performance
has improved and thus targets are
being achieved and exceeded.

Outreach Update...
At the beginning of December, the Outreach children enjoyed their
week-long ‘retreat’ at KCH campus.
During the week, the children were engaged in various activities such as
medical checks, academic review, talks and skills training, plus arts and crafts,
music, and games. They also enjoyed a hike around Mt. Longonot and trips
to local tourist attractions.
One day of the week was designated as ‘Sports Day’
and the ‘Reds’ went up against the ‘Yellows’ in
games of football, volleyball, handball, and netball.
The ‘Yellow’ team succeeded in winning the day.
Outreach is now working with 191 children from 141 families across Kenya.
Over half of the children are at Primary School, a quarter are at Secondary
School and the remainder are at college or university.

Bakery News
During the school holidays in April,
our Kelvin Loaf Bakery moved from
the dining area at JGA to a plot
further up on the KCH campus. The
relocation has given back some
valuable space at JGA and the ‘new’
Bakery is far more spacious.

A Fond Farewell
In November, our
children and staff bid
a fond farewell to
Education
Director
Lucy Mwangi.
‘Teacher Lucy’ has
served the Jonathan
Gloag Academy, Mashimoni Primary
School and Suswa Centre for more
than twelve years and has been
dedicated in service and mentorship.
www.kenyachildrenshome.org.uk

She will be missed but gladly she will
remain on the Board of Governors.
The children and staff put together a
fantastic concert to celebrate the
occasion.

Our maintenance team took just a
few days to prepare the new site,
move the machinery and equipment,
and then install everything to
recommence operations.
Already there has
been a marked
rise in productivity
levels and thus an
increase in overall sales.
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Thank You!
We have been overwhelmed with
your support AGAIN!
Here are just a few special ‘thank
you’ messages…
THANK YOU to all of our regular
donors and child sponsors.
THANK YOU to the Afri-Can
shoppers, donors, and volunteers.
THANK YOU to the people across
the UK who knit and crochet for ‘Knit
For Peace’ for the baby knits.
THANK YOU to ‘Aitken & Niven’ for
the donation of school wear and
sports clothing.
THANK YOU to ‘Denim Nation’ in
Hereford for the donation of
poloshirts, sweatshirts, & tracksuits.

THANK YOU to the
‘Dress A Girl Around
The
World
UK’
supporters
who
have made dresses
from pillowcases.
THANK YOU to the ‘Crafted With
Love’ ladies from Yorkshire for the
‘baby packs’, filled wash bags, and
filled knitted pencil cases.
THANK YOU to ‘Smalls for All’ for
giving us 1261 pairs of pants.
THANK YOU to South Queensferry
Rotary for the donation of pencils.
THANK YOU to everyone who has
fundraised through Just Giving.
ASANTE SANA!

On Tuesday December 2nd, we took part in a social media campaign day
dedicated to giving, where charities, families & friends, and businesses all
came together. The simple idea behind #GivingTuesday is to encourage
people, charities and businesses to help out a good cause. Whether it is
making a donation, volunteering time or just spreading the
word, #GivingTuesday is a call to action for everyone who wants to give
something back.
If you would like to join with us on 1st December this year, there are a few
things you can do to help us make #GivingTuesday a success:
Use the #GivingTuesday hashtag and follow @GivingTuesdayUK on Twitter;
Register on www.givingtuesday.org.uk as a supporter;
Spread the #UNSELFIE message by sharing photos showing
your support for KCH on Facebook or Twitter;
Make a donation online at www.justgiving.com/kch.
#AsanteSana!

Text Donating
We have registered so that people
can make a donation by text.
For 2015 our
unique
text
numbers are:
KCHF15 £1
KCHF15 £5
KCHF15 £10
So text KCHF15 £5 to phone number
70070 to donate a fiver.
Please text and donate today!
And don’t forget Gift Aid if you are
eligible—you’ll get a text about it!

You can donate while you shop!
We are listed on the website
www.easyfundraising.org.uk.
You’ll find us under ‘T’ for ‘The
Balcraig Foundation’. It is easy to
register an account and once you
have nominated us as your default
charity, money is donated to
Balcraig Foundation every time you
shop through the ‘Easy Fundraising’
site, at no cost to you.
This is a very simple but effective
way to support us. Give it a try!

Robertson House, 1 Whitefriars Crescent, Perth PH2 0PA

Support Us All
Year Round!
You can financially support the work
of Balcraig Foundation on a monthly
(or annual) basis.
We have a range of Standing Order
schemes that facilitate financial
support for the five main projects:
PROJECT

£/month

£/year

KCH

35

420

Butterfly

35

420

Outreach

20

240

Suswa

10

120

Mashimoni

10

120

KCH Child Sponsorship helps fund
the provision of a stable home life for
an orphaned, abandoned or destitute
child.
Butterfly Sponsorship is for those
children who have been re-integrated
back into their home communities.
Outreach Sponsorship funds the
education of a child living in their
home community, whilst providing
additional support to the family.
Suswa
Sponsorship
supports
accommodation & education for
Maasai girls in the Rift Valley.
Mashimoni Sponsorship funds quality
Primary School education in the
Kibera slum environment.
All of our sponsors receive biannual
letters/pictures and school reports
from their child(ren) in Kenya and
copies of our UK newsletters.
We also have several Just Giving
pages that you can donate through:
www.justgiving.com/kch
www.justgiving.com/suswa
www.justgiving.com/mashimoni
www.justgiving.com/kelvinloaf
www.justgiving.com/feedababy

01738 633264

info@balcraig.com

