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Kenya Fact Sheet

Kenya is just over 224,000 sq. miles (582,000 sq. Km), making it only slightly smaller than the state of

Texas in the United States. Kenya lies across the equator on the East Cost of Africa and is bordered by

five countries: Uganda (to the west), Sudan (to the northwest), Ethiopia (to the north), Somalia (to the

northeast), and Tanzania (to the south). Along its southeast edge, Kenya's tropical coastline connects the

country to the Indian Ocean.

Nairobi, the capital of Kenya, is located in the southwest. Other major cities include Mombasa (situated

on the coast), Nakuru and Eldoret (found in the west-central region), and Kisumu (located in the west on

the shores of Lake Victoria).

Kenya has a wide range of topographical features - from the low plains found along the coast, bisected by the
Great Rift Valley, to the fertile plateau in the west. The Great Rift Valley is home to a number of lakes, arid and
rugged landscapes, and volcanic landforms with areas of active hot springs and geothermal activity.

The highland areas of Central Kenya provide fertile ground for farming, making Kenya one of the most
agriculturally productive countries in Africa. The north of Kenya, however, is largely desert land scattered with
thorn bush. This contrasts greatly with the Kenyan coast, which features many beaches, coral reefs, creeks and
coral islands. The coastal strip is largely flat, giving rise to the rolling Taita hills.

Mount Kilimanjaro, Africa's highest mountain, is located along the border between Kenya and Tanzania.  The
second highest mountain - Mount Kenya - can be found at the country's centre.
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Kenya enjoys a tropical climate. The coastal area is warm and humid, the central highlands are temperate, and
it is both hot and dry in Kenya's north and northeast regions. Rainfall in Kenya is seasonal with most rain falling
between the months of April and June and shorter rainfalls occurring between October and December.

Administrative Divisions:  8 Provinces including the Nairobi area. Provinces are: Central, Coast, Eastern,

    North, Rift Valley, Western and North Eastern. These provinces are divided into

    administrative areas known as Districts.

Population: Estimated at 41,070,934 million (July 2011 est.)

Religion: 40% Protestant, 30% Roman Catholic, 6% Muslim, 23% other religious believes.

Capital City:    Nairobi - population approximately 3,4 million (2009)

Major Towns: Mombasa - 966,000 million (2009) Nakuru, Kisumu, Eldoret.

National Language:  Kiswahili. More than 42 ethnic languages are also spoken in Kenya.

Official Language: English

Currency: Kenyan Shilling

Politics and Government:  Democratic Government. The President is the Head of State and Government.

The Constitution is the supreme law of the State. It establishes and determines

the composition, powers and duties of the main organs of government namely the

 executive, the legislature and the judiciary.

These Kenya Facts are from the official site of the
Embassy of the Republic of Kenya in Washington, DC


